














78 .flnatomical Report on the Skull of Spurzheim. 

Nothing uncommon exists with respect LO the Occipital bone, 
except the great size of the foramen ovale, or hole in which the 
meduUa oblongllta lay. The width of this bole is one inch and 
six-twentieths; the length, one inch, and eleven twentieths. 

The Parietal bones are the most irregular in point of thickness, 
of all the bones in Dr Spurzheim's cranium. At their posterior 
inferior angles, over tbe organs of Combativeness they are much 
thicker than we usually see parietal bones. This is weU shown in 
the drawing of the horizontal section of the cranium. The por­
tions of these bones over the organs of Self-Esteem and Love of 
Approbation are also more thick, while their superior portions ly­
ing over the organs of Firmness are very thin, even to translucen­
cy. Again, there are portions running from the anterior inferior 
angles of these bones to the thin portion just mentioned, "hich are 
moulded on the organs of Acquisitiveness, and Conscientiousness, 
which are much thickened. 

Having completed, in as few words as possible, a description of 
the skull committed to me, I shall, without drawing any conclusions, 
ask the following question. From the knowledge which we pos­
sess relating to the characteristics of Dr Spurzbeirn, together with 
the fact that the bones of the frontal !egion and part of the sincip­
ital are thinner than usual and more distinctly marked with digital 
impressions, may we not infer that the organs on which these bones 
are formed, continually changing and forming anew, are more active 

than those on which the bone has become thickened without other 
marks than those indistinctly determined by Lhe boundaries of or­
gans? 

' 




