Extract from article in Boston Sunday Herald of May 14,1899.
entitled "Boston Doctors of a Century Ago."

Dr.Benjamin Waterhouse, "the Jenner of America", and the first
professor of the theory and practice of medicine gt Harvard, was born
March 4,1754, in Newport, R.I. His father, Timothy Waterhouse, was
Judge of the court of common pleas, and his mother, a niece of the
illustrious Dr.John Fothergill of England, founder of the Fothergill

medal and course of lectures. Among his fellow students at Newport

were Gilbert Stuart, the portrait painter, and Arthur Browne, who be-

came king's professor of Greek at Trinity College, Dublin.

In 1775 Dr.Waterhouse sailed for England in the last ship that escaped
the interdicted port of Boston, and remsined abroad and studied medi-
cine during the whole period of the revolutionary war. He was con-
signed to the care and direction of his kinsman, Dr.Fothergill of
London. He studied in London and Edinburgh for nearly two years, and
then went to the university of Leyden, where he entered and completed
a full academic course of four years in what was considered the most
celebrated medical school in the world.

While Dr.Waterhouse was at Leyden, John Adams, afterwards Presi-
dent, was resident there, trying to secure for his country an alliance
with Holland, and the medical student and the statesman came to know
each other intimately. In 1782 Dr.Waterhouse returned to Newport,
where he took the practice of a former teacher, Dr.Halliburton, who had
been a royalist, and had removed to Halifax. In 1783 he was invited
to come to Cambridge and assist in estéblishing the Harvard medical
School. He accepted and held the chair of theory and practice for
29 years, until he was succeeded by Dr.James Jackson in 1812.
Dr.Waterhouse's greatest contribution to medical science was his

inteeduction of vaccination. His friends in England sent him an early







(Copy)

copy of Dr.Jennerts article on vaccination, and he introduced the matter

to the attention of RBoston people by a communication to the Columbian
Sentinal. Soon efterward Dr.#zterhouse went to England and became
J=nnerKs pupil, #hen he returned to this country he proceeded Lo

gaccinate his four children and aeveral of his servants to show his

faith in the virus. He invited all the leading phyecicians of Boston
out to Casmbridsge to ses the first smallpox postules ever ralsed in the
new world. The echildren were afterwards exposed to smallpox without

harm at Dr.Aspinwallts hospitzl in Brookline.
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April 11, 1955

Dear Miss Holt:

I wish to thank you again for your kindness
and courtesy in showing me the Waterhouse materisal in
the Harvard Medical School Library.

At the same time, I wonder if I might have
official permission to publish or to cite thescopies
of Waterhouse's letters to Dr. James Tilton; dated
Cambridge, 24 March 1815; to John Warren “and to the
Massachusetts Medicsl Societyy dated Cambridge, £8 Sep=-
tember 18063 and to Major Daniel Jackson; dated 2 Aopril
1803 (tF“E last is in the Place Book).

With my best regards,

Sincerely vours,
%ﬁfrB Bleke

Miss Anna C, Holt

Harvard Medical School Library
25 Shattuck Street

Boston 15, Massachusetts

= .






13 April, 1955

Mr. John B. Blake,
Fistorical Library,

Yale Medical Llibrary,

333 Cedar Street,

New Heven 11, Connectlcut.

Dear Mr. Blake:~-

It wae & pleasure to have you visli the Library
last week snd ddlve intc the Waterhouse materilal.

I have cleared wlth the Archlves Depertment of
the University about the use of the meterial for your purpose
snd also with the greest-great-granddauzhter, Mrs. Southworth
lencaster, because of the copyright clause. OSbhe 1s most in-
terested and readlly geve her consent for you Lo make use of
tre letters etc. Hrs. lancaster asked 1f you will be gocd
enough to eend ber a copy of the publication when 1t appears,
provided 1t is not too expenelve & volume. If 1t 1s she will
be glad to come to our Librery and see it.

Mre. lLencester's asddress 1s 7 Waterhouse Street,
Cambridge 38, Mase. O5be lives 1n the old wWeterhouse house
facing the Cembridge Common.

with best wishes to your weterhouse undertaking
and hoping you will cell bere agaln Lo uUSe€ the Library,

Sincerely yours,

Anna C. Holt,
Librarian







Sesquicentenary
of the
Professorship of Theory and Practice of Fhysiec at Harvard

(December 24, 17682 - December 24, 1932)

Benjamin Waterhouse (1782-1812), Jemes Jackson (1812-1836), John Ware

(1236-1859), Ceorge C. Shattuck (1859-1873), Francis Mimot (1873-1861),
R. H, Fitz (1892-19008), Hemry A, Christian (1908- o

Anniversary Meeting in Building D, Harvard Medical School
at E:lﬁ P.M. Mﬂber 30, 1932.

Prograums
1. Benjamin Waterhouse end the Introduction of Vaceination into America.
By his great-great-granddaughter, Margaret Thayer Lancaster.
Jamss Jackson as a Professor of Mediecine. By his great-grandson,
George R. Mimot, A.B., M.D,, S.,D., Professor of Medicine.
John Ware, the Femily Physician. By his grandson, Robert M. Green,

A.B., M.D., Assistant Professor of Applied Anatomy.

Gearge Cheyne Shattuck and his Medical Contributions. By his grandson,

George Cheever Shattuck, M.D., A.M., Assistant Professor of Tropical
ledicine.
Francis Minot end Hemorrhage in the Newborn. By his grandson, Franeis
Minot Rackemamn, A.B., M.D., Instructor in Medicine.
Reginald Heber Fitz and Appendicitis. By his son, Reginald Fitz, A.B.,
M,D., Associate Professor of Medicine.

Henry A. Christian, A.M., M.D., LL.Ds, S.Ds

Hersey Professor of the Theory and Practice of Physie

Presiding.







	hmsc016_05_002_01_0001_ref
	hmsc016_05_002_01_0002_ref
	hmsc016_05_002_01_0003_ref
	hmsc016_05_002_01_0004_ref
	hmsc016_05_002_02_0001_ref
	hmsc016_05_002_02_0002_ref
	hmsc016_05_002_02_0003_ref
	hmsc016_05_002_02_0004_ref
	hmsc016_05_002_03_0001_ref
	hmsc016_05_002_03_0002_ref

