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Lo the Fresident of the Agricultural Society of

October 21st, 1822,
SIR,

The enclosed Resolutions of the Agricultural Society of Albemarle, explain the wish of the Sociely
to provide for Agrienlture the advantage of a Professorship, to be incorporated ingthe University of Yirginia ; the
means proposed for making the provision ; and the hope entertained of a general co-cperation in the scheme.

The present seems to be an important erisis in the Agriculture of Virginia. The portions of her soil first
brought into cultivation, have, for the most part, been exhausted of its natural fertility, without being repaired by
a meliorating system of husbandry ; and much of what remains in forest and can he spared from the demands of
fuel and other rural wants, will need improvement, on the first introduction of the plough.

These truths are now sufficiently impressed on the public attention; and have led to the establishment of the
Agricultural Secieties among us, which are so laudably promoting the work of reform.

As a further means of advancing the great object, it has occurred to the Albemarle Society, that a distinet Pro-
fessorship in the University of the State, if sanctioned by the proper authority, might be advantageously appro-
priated to the instruetion of such as might attend, in the theory and and practice of rural econnmy, in its several
branches.

To the due success of agriculture, as of other arts, theory and practice are botl: requisite. They always reflect
light on each other. If the former, without the test of the latter, be a vain seience ; the latter without the enlight-
ing precepts of the former, is generally enslaved to ancient modes, however erroneous, or is at hest but too tardy and
partial in adopting salutary changes. In no instance, perhaps, is habit more unyieldinz, or irrational practice
more prevalent, than among those who cualtivate the earth. And this is the more to be lamented, as agriculture is
still so far below the attainments to which it may fairly aspire.

A professorship of agriculture might derive special advantage from the lights thrown ount from the chair of
Chemistry in that Institution. This seience is every day penetrating some «f the hidden laws of nature, and
tracing the useful purposes to which they may be made suhservient. Agriculture is a field on which is has alrea-
dy begun to shed its rays, and on which it promises to do much towards unveiling the pro:esses of nature to which

the principles of agriculture are related. "The professional lectures on chemistry, which are to embrace (hose
principles, could not fail to be auxiliary to a professorship having lessons on agriculture for its essential charge,

The fund eontemplated for the support of such a professorship, is to consist of a sum drawn from unexpended
subseriptions, from special donations, and from a diffusive contribution not exceeding a dollar from an individaal,

Itis hoped, that for a purpose of such general utility, the number of contributors will more than make up for the




smallness of the respeetive sums; and that with the other resources, means may be gathered not only adequafte to
he immediate views entertained 3 but justifying an enlargemect of them.

Should this prove ‘o be the ease, it will be an improvement of the plan of agricultural instruction, to provide
and place under the superintendanee of the Professor, a small farm in the vicinage_to be cultivated, partly as a
pattern farm illustrating practically a ﬂslm'n at onseprofitable and improving, partly as an experimental farm,
not only bringing to the test new modes of culture and management but introducing new plants and animals deemed
worthy of experiment. In obtaining these aid might be found in the patriotic attention of the publie and private
Naval Commanders, in their visits to foreign eountries; and it micht well happen that oceasional suceess in rearing
new speeies or varieties, of peeculiar value w ould yield in sceds and stocks a profit defraying the expences incurred
on this head. .

A farm exhibiting an instructive model, observed as it would be by oce: asional visiters, and understood as it would
be in its principles and plans, by, students returning to their dispersed homes, w ould tend to spread sound informa-

.
tion on the subjeet of ugrmnl.uru. and to eherish that spirit of imitation and emulation which is the source of im-
provement in every art and enterprize.

You will oblige, Sir, the Soeiety of Albema rle, by laying this communication before that over which you preside ;
and by transmitting its sentiments thereon ; which will afford particular pleasure, if they should aceord with the

views of this Society and promise so valuable a co-ope -ation in earrying them into effect.

By order of the Society.
JAMES MADISON, Pres’t




Agricultural Soctety of Albemarle, October 7th, 1822

On the motion of Gen. Joun H. Cocxke, the Toilowing Preamble and Resolutions, were adopled (—

WurrEeas, the establishment of a Professorship of Agriculture, in one of the principal seminaries of learns
ing in this State, is a measure eminently caleulated to hasten and perpetuate the mareh of agricultural improve-
ment, already so happily commeneced ; And whereas, there are ;._I;I'ﬂlllll]i-.i to believe that sueh an institution may be
incorporated into the U uiversity of Virginia, a position at onee the most advantageous and convenient to every part
of the State: And whereas this Society could not make an appropriation of its funds more conducive to the per-
manent attainment of the primary objects of its institution—and as it is reasonable to expect that all the Agrieul-
tural Societies, the Farmers and Planters generally, will cheerfully contribute to an Establishment of such universal
interest— T lierefore

Resolved. That one thonsand dollars of the sumi, now in the hands of the Treasurer of this Seciety, be appro-
priated to the establishment of o Fund, the profits of which shall go to the support of a Professorship of Agricul-
ture at the University of Virginia.

Resolved, For the furtherance of this desizn, that the President be requested to prepare an address to the other
Agricultural Soeieties of this State, requesting their co-operation in this scheme—and further to promote the same
object, and increase the said fund, that a committee be appointed to sulicit donations not to exceed one dollar from
individuals in every part of this Commonwealth.

Resolved, That the aforesaid appropriation, together with all that may acerue under the foregoing Resolutions,
he loaned to individuals on good personal securily, or to corporate Bodies 3 and that when the sum loaned to any
one individualshall amount to one thousand dellars or npwards, landed security shall be required : That the imur--
est shall be payable semi-annually, and shall be reinvested, untill the yearly In'nﬁ{ﬁ-; of the Fund shail be sufficient
to afford an income equal at least to a Professorship in the University.

Resolved. That the funds above referred to, together with donations ef books, and property of any other des-
cription, be with the permission of the Legislature transferred to the Rector and Visilors of the Universily in
their corporal capacily.

( Extract from the minutes. )
P. MINOR, Secl’y»
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