November 30, 1942

neay F olks,

1 au writing all of you together because { want e-ch of you %0 know the same
thingse I will write sepsrate letters as soon as 1 can,

saturday night there ocgurred here he biggest publie disaster Poston has ever
knowne-second only %0 she grest Chicagn fire. About 10 Pu during ghe rush hours
after the pig Boston cellege-iotre Dane football Ane, yhe crowded Cocanut Jrove
nizhteclub caught fire. Over 1000 people were thers doing thelr Satur ay night
calebrating. The fire swept through the place 1ike a tinder box, and af the
thousand, not 3 oyt of 10 escuped. Avout 00 are now desdls We have 150 ab

the Hoston Cily Hospl.tal - most of them severely burned, and many of Whomm will
Sﬂrﬁl,;{ diee

§ first heard the ambulance sivens shout ten, ani went down te the uccident
floor. The injured were flowing in like & wighty &lream - nany slready cead,
‘most of them terrivly burned. several of us jmmedintely be an glving morphine
to the worst injured of the living. lsny were Avsy and Navy ofiicers, some

were deintantes, on tertainers, prchestrs personnel, natecnock girls ete. Hany
were out of Tovm pebple here for & pood time over the weak end - nmy Were
defense WOrkers. He scene Was simply ind soribeble - men end Women W i4h charred
and blackened faces, gll hair burner off, skin hsnging i shreds - an- nost

of them in great paine

ifter the morphine adminisiration wes {adrly well organised and underway, soune
of ug with surgical training went ap 0 the operating rooms, shere the worst
cases Wera sent ay soon 88 possiblas I started the first room < clesning off
wounds j culting off dead skin anes thesia and drpasing wounds as fast

a8 possible - one case would be ed out and another in ab the same time.
Before long all 12 operating rooms Were going with svaryvody working like furye.
#hile I would be doing the debri . sowebody slse would be giving anes thesia
and & third man giving intrevenous plasna transfusionbe Yumbers of outside
civilian docvors, AXEY snd Navy doc , Navy nurses, soldire, and sailors
caue in o help (the latter as 8, taking patients to the wards, operating
room, = and morgus.) iven the JAAGCS cane in carrying coifes and se: dwiches 1o
the doctors end nurses ab L Alie

1 wokked in the operating room for four or five hours uptil things began o
quiet down for a litile while, than went to the wayds, vhere all the patients
were sent eventually, vVany patients needed Purther or jtial| local treatment

and dressings and nesrly all nbeded plama ( after all plagna in Boston
had been used, a special plame flew aore Wi from Fachinjton)s Undoubtedly
plasma saved many many 1ives that would certainly have been lost because of
ghook a few years ago. Later back to the operating for more work. I

did one case under pen tothal (en travenous) antéhesia given by & medical intern




who had never given one before. It was either that or nothmg.

I could go on for pages like this put I think you all must have the general
idea by nows

Nearly all of us knew some of We vispius, One of the saddest - to us at any
rate - was the case of Gordon Nennet, who finished a surgical internship at
Boston City Hospitel less thai a month ago. Gordon was one of the best loved
and most respected people I have ever known. (He was a ysar ahead of me at
Harvard snd six months shead of me at Boston City Hospital). He was always
quiet, pokite and cheerful - evea at the Boston City Hospital, which is a real
tribute. Capbain of the Dartmouth football team in 1937, and an ouitstianding
hockey player, he was a good student and an able and efficient house officer.
For him, who never drank or smoked and who had never been to a night=club more
than two or three times, to be killed in a night=club, is truly ironic, He
went with his fiancee and a pouple who were celebrating their {irst wedding
anniversary. The couple were both killed, the fiancethad one hard slightly burned,
and Goedon died today. The boys on T Surgical - wis own service - took care

of him. Two special nurses were in constant attendance and seven outside doc-
tors - some of the best in Boston - Wwere on the case; but all to no avail. e
lived 2L hours but never regained comsciousness.

So the Boston fire takes its place alongside the Chicago fire. Two good things
will come oub of it = (1) We had a preview of a real public disaster of large
proportions = which by and large was handled very well by the hospital personnel
and fram which we will lesrn a lotj and (2) we have an ¢xcellent opportunity

to learn about burns. Equipment and help is coming irom all over the countrys
the govermment is very interested in the treatment methods and results for

Army, Navy and civillan cases during the war, Individually now every one of

us ab the Boston City Hospital should be an expert on the subjeet by the time
all these people are treateds
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