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Mary Guinan, M.D., Ph.D.
2006 Alma Dea Morani Award Recipient

Dr. Mary Guinan has championed disease control and prevention
for three decades. She is currently on the board of directors of
the Nevada Public Health Foundation and she has served as
Nevada’s state health officer where she worked to fluoridate
Nevada’s water supply and to address the state’s large smoking
problem.

Dr. Guinan worked for the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, where she examined disease from a population
perspective rather than the individual perspective. At the CDC,
she was involved with their original AIDS Task Force,
investigating the first cases of AIDS for the CDC. She is often
credited with being the first to identify AIDS as an epidemic.

Dr. Guinan began working at the CDC in 1974, when she took
part in the historic effort to eliminate smallpox in Uttar Pradesh,
India. She continued there for 22 years as a physician, scientist
and administrator. Dr. Guinan holds a Ph.D. from the University
of Texas and an M.D. from Johns Hopkins University.
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